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Site Address:  Land at Kirkby Lonsdale RUFC, KIRKBY LONSDALE 

Proposal:  Change of use of land to camping site from 1 May to  

1 September each year. 

UPDATES 

Permitted development 

1. In addition to the categories of permitted development set out in paragraphs 
39 to 44 of the main report, The Town and Country Planning (Permitted 
Development and Miscellaneous Amendments) (England) (Coronavirus) 
Regulations 2020 have inserted a new, time limited right, Class BA (additional 
temporary use of land during the relevant period) of Part 4 of Schedule 2 to 
the 2015 Order, to provide between 1st July 2020 and 31st December 2020 
an additional period of 28 days for a temporary use of land, which could 
include use of land for tenting, but would not change the current permitted 
development position in respect of caravans.  

2. This amendment has no bearing on the merits of the current planning 
application; the recommended temporary permission, if approved, would not 
take effect until 2021, by which time the short-term additional permitted 
development rights would have expired. 

LATE REPRESENTATIONS:  

Mrs. L & Mr. R Taylor, 4 Raygarth 

3. Mr. and Mrs. Taylor submitted a further email representation on 26 July 2020. 
This is available to view in full on the Council’s website. In essence, the email 
reflects on a meeting between various local residents and representatives of 
the Rugby Club in February of this year and is critical of subsequent inaction 
by the Rugby Club in respect of certain measures that were agreed. The email 
concludes with the comment that: 

“… we do not think that Raygarth Road (U5403), a residential area, is a 
suitable route for the size of vehicles that this site will generate. 

Officer Comments 

4. Mr. and Mrs. Taylor raise a number of issues relating to general site 
management. They refer to a poor response from the Club in respect of a 
commitment to address safety and noise issues relating to the cattle grid at 
the site entrance, and inaction in respect of complaints about “boy racers”.  

5. As mentioned in paragraph 62 of the main report, general site management 
issues are beyond the remit of the Council in its role as local planning 
authority.  The site has a lawful planning use as a rugby club, with all of the 



activity that that entails and it also enjoys wide ranging permitted development 
rights for tenting and caravanning. These rights have been enhanced for the 
remainder of 2020 by the Regulations referred to above.  

6. Having said that, if the normal, lawful use of the Rugby Club leads to a 
nuisance then the Council has separate powers under the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990 to take action. And if permitted development rights are 
leading to problems then the local planning authority has the power to curtail, 
or remove, them “where this is necessary to protect local amenity or the 
wellbeing of the area1.”  Indeed, the recommendation in the main report is 
proposing that permitted development rights are restricted in this case in 
recognition of access limitations.  

7. Mr. and Mrs. Taylor are also critical of advice currently being issued by the 
Rugby Club in respect of access to the site. They are concerned that visitors 
are still being encouraged to approach through the town, rather than the less 
disruptive route via Hop House Lane.  

8. It is expected that the travel plan being recommended in condition 3 will 
include provisions to ensure that the Club’s publicity material actively 
encourages campers and caravanners to access and egress the site (at least 
at the beginning and end of their stays) via the Hop House Lane route, where 
it is practicable to do so, thereby minimising the number of difficult and 
disruptive trips through the town centre. It is important to appreciate that the 
local planning authority could never enforce use of a particular route; we have 
no powers to prevent vehicles using the highway network in accordance with 
existing legal restrictions, i.e. drivers being taxed and insured and observing 
speed limits, weight restrictions etc. The only means of imposing additional 
restrictions that might limit the range of vehicles passing through the centre of 
Kirkby Lonsdale would be through a Traffic Regulation Order made by the 
local highway authority. This is not to say that active encouragement through 
a travel plan cannot be effective, particularly in this case where those 
unfamiliar with the approach to the Club through the town would likely 
welcome being guided via a far less torturous route. We will be able to judge 
how successful a travel plan has been in this case if, and when, the Club 
seeks to extend the temporary permission that is being recommended.  

                                                           
1 Government Planning Practice Guidance, When is permission required? Paragraph: 038 


